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Origin of the name of the Bankoku Shinryo Bell and the Forum
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“Bankoku Shinryo”, the name of the Forum in Japanese, which means
“bridge between nations”, and it comes from the Bankoku-Shinryo Bell.
The Bankoku-Shinryo Bell was cast and hung in front of the main hall of
Shuri Castle in 1458 on the orders of King Sho Taikyu. The inscription re-
flects the spirit of an age when the Kingdom of Ryukyu flourished as the

crossroads of Asian trade.
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