
Resolut ion of  Protest  Cal l ing  for  the  Thorough Enforcement  of  Discipl ine 
Among U.S.  Servicemembers ,  Civi l ian Personnel  and other Related Members  
 
 On December  6 ,  a  U.S.  Ai r  Force  servicemember  s ta t ioned a t  Kadena Air  Base 
temporar i ly escaped from the base car rying a  handgun was la ter  arres ted  in 
Yomi tan Vil l age  by the U.S.  Forces .  The  a rea of  the  vi l lage  where  the  escaped 
servicemember  was  a rrested  hos ts  tour is t  faci l i t ies  and hote ls ,  and  this  i s  a  ser ious  
incident  that  may have  resul ted  in  unexpec ted  ci rcumstances.  In  addi t ion ,  the  
Okinawa Defense  Bureau and neighboring municipal i t i es  were  not i f ied of  the  
incident  a f te r  the  ar rest .  I t  i s  extremely regret table  that  the  Japan-U.S.  agreement ,  
which  s t ipulates  the not i f i cat ion  procedures  in  case  that  an  incident  that  may affect  
the safe ty of  the  general  publ ic  occurs ,  i s  not  observed .  
 
 In  2014,  a  male  U.S.  Marine Corps  servicemember  holed himself  up with  a  r i f l e  in  
hi s  house  on  Camp Kuwae,  Chatan  Town,  which  required  employees  working on the  
base  to  t emporar i ly evacuate ,  revea led  the  U.S.  Forces’  poor  management  of  thei r  
weapons.  
 
 Since  the Okinawa Prefec tural  Pol ice cons iders  th is  incident  happened off  dut ies  
and  plans  to  request  the  U.S.  Forces  for  the  coopera t ion  in  invest igat ion ,  the  U.S.  
Forces  should  respond appropr ia te ly.   
 
 On September  7 th is  year ,  in  Yomitan  Vil l age as  wel l ,  an  Army servicemember  
s ta t ioned at  Kadena  Ai r  Base  int ruded into a  pr iva te  house  under  the  inf luence  of  
a lcohol ,  and  a  h igh  school  gi r l  and  a  5 -month  o ld  baby gi r l  who were  in  the  house 
ran in to  an  acquaintance’s  house in  the neighborhood,  seeking for  a  refuge .  
 
 Every t ime an  incident  or  acc ident  involving the  U.S.  Forces  se rvicemembers ,  
c ivi l ian  employees  and  other  re lated  persons  happens  the  Okinawa Prefectural  
Assembly has  made  s t rong demands  to  the  U.S.  Forces  and  other  par t ies  for  the  
enforcement  of  di sc ipl ine,  prevent ive  measures  and  educat ion  of  re la ted  persons . 
However ,  i t  i s  deeply regret table  that  thi s  incident  has  happened,  making us  
s t rongly quest ion  the  U.S.  Forces’  ef for ts  to  prevent  recurrence  and  the 
s ignif icance  of  the  mi l i t ary personnel  educat ion  and  t ra ining,  and th is  i s  u t t er ly 
unacceptable .  
 
 To that  end ,  we ,  the  Okinawa Prefectural  Assembly,  in  our  duty to protec t  the 
l ives ,  safety and the l iving envi ronment  of  the people  of  Okinawa,  s t rongly protest  
the recent  incident  and cal l  for  the prompt  execut ion  of  the  fol lowing i t ems .  
 
1 .  Enforce  the thorough management  of  the f i rearms  possessed  by the U.S.  Forces  
servicemembers ,  c ivi l ian  employees  and  other  re la ted  persons,  and  review the 
s ignif icance  of  the  not i f i ca t ion  procedures .  
2 .  Enforce  the  d iscipl ine  among the U.S.  Forces  servicemembers ,  c ivi l ian  
employees  and  o ther  re lated  persons ,  and  implement  ef fect ive  measures  to  prevent  
recurrence .  
3 .  Conduct  fundamental  reviews of  the  Sta tus  of  Forces  Agreement .  
 
The  above  i s  reso lved  as  s ta ted on th is  20th  day of  December ,  2018.  
 

Okinawa Prefectural  Assembly  


