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N Exploring the Romance of Ryukyu's History
' —A Tour of Nine World Heritage Sites—
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'The Origins of the Ryukyu Kingdom
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The Ryukyu Kingdom was developed as a bridge to connect Asian countries, with
rich nature and a unique culture. Gusuku Sites and Related Properties of the Ryukyu
Kingdom are symbols of its history and culture.

The history of Okinawa dates back to the Paleolithic era more than 20,000 years ago. With their low alkaline
soil derived from coral reefs, the islands of Okinawa act as a natural storage facility for preserving bones. This is
evidenced by a series of discoveries of well-preserved human bones at archeological sites all over Okinawa. Such
discoveries are recognized as valuable material for understanding the origins of the Japanese people.

The Ryukyu dialects (Ryukyuan languages) spoken in Okinawa and on the Amami Islands are associated with
Japanese. Linguists broadly classify the Japanese language into two groups: the mainland dialect and the Ryukyu
dialect. The dialects spoken in Okinawa and on Amami are on an equal footing with other dialects spoken in Japan
(the Japanese language in a narrow sense). As if symbolizing this reality, the cultures of Okinawa and Amami are
rooted in ancient Japanese culture.

However, with the passing of time, the islands dotting the seas to the far south of the Japanese mainland gradu-
ally shaped their own history. By the start of the thirteenth century, powerful chiefs known as aji emerged all over
Okinawa, ushering in a turbulent era as they built gusuku (fortified castles) and competed for hegemony. By the
fourteenth century, the Okinawan mainland saw the emergence of the principalities of Hokuzan to the north, Chu-
zan in the center, and Nanzan to the south. This is the Sanzan period. The most powerful ruler among the Sanzan
principalities was Sho Hashi of the Chuzan, who unified Ryukyu after gaining control of the Hokuzan principality
where he built the Nakijin gusuku in 1416, followed by the Nanzan gusuku in 1429. The Ryukyu Kingdom was
created when the Shuri gusuku (Shurijo Castle), which was the main center in the Chuzan principality, emerged as
the supreme gusuku.

In addition to Okinawa Prefecture, the king who controlled Shurijo Castle also ruled the Amami Islands, that
is, the islands where the Ryukyu dialect was spoken. The Ryukyuan king appointed officials to administer each
region, and the people in those regions paid taxes to the king. A kami-uta (omoro) song of the time hails the king

as the sun (teda).

The Nakagusuku Castle Ruins features beautiful masonry
and six walls. The castle is estimated to have been built in
the mid-14th century. The Sachinakagusuku aji (Ryukyuan
lord) resided there before Gosamaru.
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In the collection of Naha City Museum of History
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In the collection of Naha City Museum of History
LtstA| °W*—'¢‘=’1J i’é*
i

The funeral of Ten Sho, the oldest child of Tai Sho, the last
king of the Ryukyu Kingdom, was held at the Tamaudun
Mausoleum on September 26, 1920.

Shikinaen prior to World War II. Designated as a national site
of scenic beauty in 1941. The building was restored after
World War Il based on the materials used for the designation
as a national site of scenic beauty.
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The Ryukyu Kingdom did not limit its activities to the islands. As was the case with the kings of many countries
in Asia, the king of Shurijo Castle was a retainer of China and paid tribute to the Ming dynasty emperor. The king
also used the close relationship with China to expand foreign relations and trade with Japan, Korea, and Southeast
Asia (modern-day Thailand, Malaysia, Indonesia, Vietnam, and others). A bell that once hung in Shurijo Castle, the
center of international exchange at the time, was inscribed with a famous phrase describing Ryukyu as a seafaring
nation that acts as a bridge between the nations in Asia.

Ryukyu suffered defeat at the hands of the Satsuma in the invasion in the spring of 1609. The kingdom continued
to exist, but it fell under the influence of the Satsuma clan and the Tokugawa shogun. However, the Ryukyuan
identity was maintained thanks to continuing efforts to create a distinct culture even in this time of hardship. In the
spring of 1879, the Japanese government forced the surrender of Shurijo Castle, established Okinawa Prefecture,
and incorporated Ryukyu into the Japanese territory. This is referred to as the disposition of Ryukyu. This incident
marks the end of the Ryukyu Kingdom.

Okinawa Prefecture is characterized by its unique history and culture formed in the time of the Ryukyu Kingdom.
Built in step with the development of the Ryukyu Kingdom, the gusuku and related properties are recognized as con-
solidating the values of Okinawa, which created its own culture through exchanges with foreign countries. In 2000,
the Gusuku Sites and Related Properties of the Kingdom of Ryukyu were added to the list of World Heritage Sites.
https://whe.unesco.org/en/list/972/
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Timeline of the R

yu Kingdom
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Jianzhen arrives at Minami Island (Akonaha Island).

7 A, DlLD] H(orRLs K)ol E5

Shunten becomes king.
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Eiso becomes king.
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Grave constructed at Urasoe Yodore.
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Three nations begin mutual opposition.
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Satto becomes king.
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Satto, King of Chuzan, pays tribute to the emperor of the Ming
dynasty, beginning the relationship of document bestowing
‘peerage and paying tribute to China.
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Satto Sho, King of Nanzan, pays tribute to the emperor of the

Ming dynasty.
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Hanij, King . pays tribute to p Ming.
dynasty.
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Having destroyed Bunei, Shisho Sho establishes first Sho
lineage.
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Hokuzan (Nakijin Castle) conquered.
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Hashi Sho appoints second son to become king for inspector
general of Hokuzan.
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Having conquered Nanzan, Hashi Sho integrates Sanzan
(Hokuzan, Chuzan and Nanzan).
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Shiro-Furi War occurs. Shurijo Castle burns down.
AlZ3ele] o] Wsiof, #r2ly A4

Gosamaru-Amawari War occurs. The Bridge of Nations Bell
installed in Shurijo Castle Seiden.
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Kanamaru changes his name to En Sho and ascends the throne.
Second Sho lineage established.
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Shin Sho becomes king at the age of 13.
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Enkaku-ji Temple constructed.
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Tamaudun constructed.
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Sonohyan Utaki Ishimon constructed.
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Six-color Headband Law enacted.
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Shurei-mon Gate was constructed.
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First volume of Omorosaushi edited.
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Frame of the motto *Shurei no Kuni (the country valuing
courtesy)* displayed on Shurei-mon Gate.
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Nei Sho taken prisoner after the Shimazu invaded Ryukyu.
Motxel &7 &3, 4 Hol g0 27} Eick

King Nei Sho meets leyasu and Hidetada.
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$Shimazu gives notice on Okite Jugo Jo (fifteen ordinances).
AlBE= YF2RE 24 38 1570 AAE 28

Dispatching of New Year's messenger to Satsuma Domain
begins. Second volume of Omorosaushi edited.
AMOIO 2 IFAES BU7| ARSI "QR 2 A" H2H EE
Poll tax levied on residents of Miyako and Yaeyama Islands.
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Choshu Hansji edits Chuzan Seikan.
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Shurijo Castle bumns down in accident.
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Kumi-odori first performed.
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Todi (karate) introduced from China.
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Shikinaen completed.
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Commodore Perry arrives in Ryukyu and leaves for Edo.
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Perry's squadron revisits Ryukyu to sign the U.S.-Japan
(Ryukyu) Treaty of Amity and Gommerce.
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Imperial Government restored. Era name changed to Meiji.
YESD, HolxZ ¢S HE

Feudal domains abolished and prefectures established.
HYS mxisln oz ¥ E

Disposition of Ryukyu. Ryukyu Domain abolished and becomes
Okinawa. Shurijo Castle handed over on March 81.
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Okinawa Commemorative National Government Park (Shurijo Castle)
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Shurijo Castle

reld

‘The Most Prominent Gusuku and the Center of the Ryukyu Kingdom

After a period of conflict between the Sanzan principalities, control of the Ryukyu Kingdom was
concentrated at Shurijo Castle in 1429. At the time, the castle was smaller than it is today as it was

limited to the so-called uchiguruwa (the inner compound). When the outer compound was added

in the first half of the sixteenth century, the scale of the castle was extended to cover an area of
approximately four hectares measuring 400 meters east to west and 200 meters north to south. The
appearance of the castle gates tell the story of these transitions. The Zuisenmon, the Shukujunmon,
the Bifukumon, and other gates in the inner compound are topped with wooden structures, so-called
yagura, which act as links between the castle walls. The Kankaimon, Kytkeimon, Keiseimon, and
other gates in the outer compound are in the shape of a yagura mounted over arched castle gates.
These variations speak of the differences between the periods.

The symbol of Shurijo Castle is the Seiden. In the days of the Ryukyu kings, it was also known

-

as the Momourasoe-Udun, meaning the hub that governs Ryukyu. Centered on the Seiden, Shurijo i FREE

Shurei-mon Gate is estimated to have been built during
the reign of King Sei Sho (around 1530). (top) At Hoshin-
private quarters on the eastern side. To the southwest, there was a thick grove called the Kyd-no- mon Gate, the ceremony called ukejo is carried out when
the gate is opened in the morning. (bottom)

These are the castle’s largest areas (forest) for the reli-
The Una, which is the courtyard in front of the Seiden, occupied a more important position in the gious ceremony called Kyonouchi beyond the stone wall
on the south side of the square known as Shichanuuna.

Castle was divided into a political and administrative zone on the western side and the Ouchibara
uchi. This grove was a sacred place where the king prayed for peace for his kingdom.

castle. Throughout the year, various events would take place here. It is particularly noteworthy that
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from the emperors of China took place. A temporary stage was set up for performances of Okinawan x)0] Q|1 YSLICHALE ofay)

the Una is where entertainment and performances to welcome the delegations dispatched to Ryukyu




music, dances, and plays. The performers were male officials who served the king. The Una was the
place to showcase the cultural potential of Ryukyu to the envoys from the great power of China. It
was also used as a theater and event space.

The role of Shurijo Castle came to an end when Okinawa Prefecture was established in 1879. The
castle was completely destroyed during the Battle of Okinawa in 1945, but thirty years later, it was
rebuilt and brought back to life.
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These are the castle’s largest areas (forest) for the reli-

14290 AHAF AlEo] dgstd AU S F4sln {7 49 Ado] @ HFaAAE AFET FRI} gious ceremony called Kyonouchi beyond the stone wall
on the south side of the square known as Shichanuuna.
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The Bell of the Shurijo Castle Seiden (Bankoku Shinryo
no Kane, a replica). Bankoku shinryo means a bridge
connecting nations and kane means bell.
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Shurijo Castle is flanked by the Agari-no Azana lookout on the east side, and #eElde E% B oprtalk OFXILY, MZ B ‘0l2|k of
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and the Shicha-nu-Una are aligned along this axis, which runs east to west. In
China, Japan, and Korea, it is common for the main buildings and courtyards to be

aligned north to south, but the east-to-west axis was considered more important in

Ryukyu. The most plausible explanation is that since the king was hailed as the sun

on earth, the buildings were aligned with the movement of the sun. = Qloj| YR|A|ZICH= M0| Q251A| BOLSO{X| T AUBLICH

Shurijo Castle Park Management Center ey 38 22|dE

1-2 Kinjo-cho, Shuri, Naha City, Okinawa. Tel: 098-886-2020 Q7|Ltetd ListA| #2| ZIZE 1-2 7 098-886-2020

Opening hours (Unticketed areas) W AZEH(RE 79 )4 8 ~6 & 10 & ~11 & 8:00 ~19:30, 7 ¥~ 9 & 8:00 ~ 20:30, 12 &~
April to June and October to November: 8 19:30 3 & 8:00 ~ 18:30

July to September: 8:00 - 20:30 IHE AZEH(RE 79 )42 ~6 810 8 ~11 €8 8:30 ~ 19:00, 7 8~ 9 & 8:30 ~ 20:00, 12 &~
December to March: 8:00 - 18:30 3 2 8:30 ~ 18:00 X U&A Ul 02 H2 AlZE 30 2XHx|

Opening hours (Ticketed areas) w2l 3 Al 4R Faol REY 7 @ AW s I oY

April to June and October to November: 8:30 - 19:00 ez e 0282049, 6 ’ H 310 9l , 6 Al D2t 22

July to September: 8:30 - 20:00 w2l 2 710|= 1 6 3] (9:00 ~,10:30 ~, 13:00 ~, 14:00 ~, 15:00 ~, 17:00 ~ )
December to March: 8:30 - 18:00 QLY AlZk o 50 2 = 7ol FE

* Tickets are sold until thirty minutes before closing time. of 8

Parts of the Shurijo Castle Park facilities are closed on the first

Wednesday and Thursday in July.

Admission:

Adults 820 yen; High School Students 620 yen; Elementary/Junior

High School Students 310 yen; Free admission for children under

age6

Free Guided Tours: Six tours a day starting at 9:00, 10:30, 13:00,

14:00, 15:00, and 17:00)

Tour duration: Approximately 50 minutes (ticketed area). The

meeting point is at the entrance to the Nanden/Bandokoro.

* No reservations necessary. Tour capacity: 15 persons




Sonohyan Utaki Ishimon
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The Sacred Place Where Prayers Were Offered for the King’s Safe
Journeys Were Prayed

The handsome Sonohyan Utaki Ishimon stone gate, built with Ryukyu limestone, stands on the left
as you pass through the Shureimon Gate and walk toward the Shurijo Castle. The plaque installed
over the gate informs us that it was erected in the time of King Sho Shin of the Second Sho dynasty in

1519. The grove of trees that extends behind the stone gate was a sacred site known as the Sonohyan

1-7 Shuri-mawashi-cho, Naha

(within Shurijo Castle)

Tel: 098-917-3501 (Cultural
Properties Section, Naha City
Government)

Visits are free of charge

Utaki.
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The World Inside Shurijo Castle

Ouchibara

e

The place where women prayed and lived

The Ouchibara private quarters were located to the east of the Seiden at
Shurijo Castle. The king and his family inhabited these quarters together
with the female court attendants who served the myalsA The plrivatt quar-
ters were centered on 2 courtyard, the Kushi-nu-una, where rituals were per-
formed throughout the year. In the Ryukyu Kingdom, women were respon-
sible for rituals and ceremonies, and the women in the Ouchibara were the
leading authority on the rituals. As a rule, men were not allowed to enter here.

The place is veiled in mystery as there are few extant records,

Guide Kurayoshi Takara /et Ci7f2} 1224

A historian specializing in the history of the Ryukyus.
Professor Emeritus at the University of the Ryukyus.
With his wealth af knowladge about the Ryukyu King-
dam, he was responsible for backg d ri h
during the work to restore Shurijo Castle, which had
besn destroyed by fira in the war.
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1. Gourt ladies held rituals at Kushinuuna; 2. Bifuku-mon Gate was built on the east
side of the inner hull; 3. Shirogane-mon Gale and Shinbyoden, where Kings were
interred; 4. Traditional performing arts are shown three time a day at Yohokaoriden; 5.
Wiew from Agani no Azana, where the observation platfarm was built on the sast and of
the castle wall
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Tamaudun
CtOR= ( )

The Netherworld at Shurijo Castle: The
Mausoleum of the Ryukyu Kings

The Tamaudun is the royal mausoleum built in 1501 by King Sho Shin
who governed the Ryukyu Kingdom in its prime. Passing through two
courtyards covered with coral pebbles, you arrive at a mausoleum built in
stone. There are three chambers in the mausoleum. The middle one at the
front is where the body was kept after the funeral rites were completed.
After a number of years had passed, the bones were cleansed and the king
and queen were entombed in the eastern chamber on the left. Other mem-
bers of the royal family were interred in the western chamber on the right
once the bones were cleansed. The Tamaudun was a collective grave used
by the Ryukyuan kings (the royal line of the second Shé dynasty) so there

are no individual graves. In a corner of one of the courtyards, there is a

stele with a famous inscription carved in the hiragana script.

Interesting Points about the Tamaudun

Okinawa’s first construction designated as a na-
tional treasure in December 2018
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Located to the west of Shurijo Castle, the mausoleum faces the main
thoroughfare. The thinking behind this arrangement is to honor the ancestors, who
will watch over the Ryukyu Kingdom, by positioning the mausoleum where the
dead are entombed near the castle. The mausoleum is built in stone, but the design
is in the style of a wooden building. It was modeled on the Seiden, the central
structure at Shurijo Castle. Tama means spirit, and udun refers to an exceptional

building. The Tamaudun is a symbol of the spiritual culture of the Ryukyus.
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Tamaudun Management Office

1-3 Kinjocho Naha City, Okinawa

Tel: 098-885-2861

Opening hours: 9:00 - 18:00 (no entry after 17:30)

Open all year
Admission: Adults 300 yen, Junior High School Students and
younger 150 yen
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Shikinaen
AlZILERl (GERE )

A Ryukyuan Garden with Elements from China
and Japan

Two detached residences were built for the use of the Ryukyuan kings
and the royal family. The Uchaya-udun (also known as the Higashien) to
the east of Shurijo Castle, and the Shikinaen (also, the Minamien) to the
south. Both residences were destroyed in the Battle for Okinawa, but the
Shikinaen has been restored to the way it looked in ancient times. Built in
1799, the Shikinaen is an expression of an original Ryukyuan garden that
has adopted elements from the Chinese and Japanese styles of gardens.
The building was also used to welcome guests of honor, including

banquets organized to receive accredited Chinese envoys.

eresting Points about the Shikinaen

The Shikinaen features a manmade pond with two islands. There is a hexagonal pavilion
(Rokkakudd) and stone bridges in the Chinese style, but pines and other trees planted around
the pond instill the quiet atmosphere of a Japanese garden. The most important building for
appreciating the garden is the Goten, a wooden building with red roof tiles in the Ryukyuan style.
There is also a spring, the lkutokusen, where it is possible to see the Thorea gaudichaudii freshwater
red alga, a nationally protected species. While the people of the Ryukyus learnt much from Chinese

and Japanese culture, this garden is evidence that they also had a sense of originality.

Chinese-style Rokkakudo (hexagonal building). (left)
View the entire garden from the palace. (right)
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Shikinaen Management Office

421-7 Maaji, Naha City, Okinawa Tel: 098-855-5936

Opening hours: April to Septemb 0 - 18:00 (no entry after
17:30) October to March: 9:00 - 17:30 (no entry after 17:00)

Closing days: Every Wednesday (the following day if the
Wednesday falls on a public holiday or on June 23 (Okinawa
Memorial Day)) Admission: Adults 400 yen; Junior High School
Students and younger 200 yen
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