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Harvest period for high-quality fresh pineapple on Miyako Island, Okinawa

Ayaka Irei', Kazufumi Yoza®, Ryotaro Ichi®

1 Okinawa Prefectural Agricultural Research Center
2 Okinawa Prefectural Agricultural Research Center Miyakojima Branch
3 Okinawa Prefectural Agricultural College

Abstract

The effects of flower induction treatment (treatment from early October and early November) and natural conditions on the fruit
characteristics of 7 pineapple cultivars were compared. Although there was no significant difference in sugar content, the acidity
was highest with the early October treatment in 6 cultivars except “N67-10” and decreased in order of early November treatment
and natural conditions. The sugar/acid ratio was lowest with early October treatment in 5 cultivars except “N67-10” and “Summer
Gold” , and increased in order of early November treatment and natural conditions. The taste scores matched the sugar/acid
ratios. In 2014, high-quality fruit with a sugar/acid ratio of 18 or higher and a taste score of 3 was obtained with early November
treatment and natural conditions for “Soft Touch” , and with natural conditions for “Summer Gold” and “Julio Star” . In 2015,
similar quality fruit was obtained with all treatments for “Bogor” , with early November treatment and natural conditions for “Gold
Barrel” , “Summer Gold” , “Soft Touch” and “Okino P17” , and only by natural conditions for “Julio Star” . From these results,
it was considered preferable to use the 6 cultivars mentioned above in order to obtain good tasting fruit from the Miyako area.
Flower bud induction treatment was carried out for “Bogor” after October, and we found that flower bud induction treatment should
be performed after November for 4 cultivars except “Summer Gold” . The harvest period can be expanded by combining the flower
induction treatment and natural conditions for these 6 cultivars. Furthermore, high-quality fruit can be harvested from late April to
middle August by varying the harvesting period.

Keywords: flower induction processing time, high-quality fruit
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