Erected in March, 2016
“Pigs From the Sea” Commemorative Monument (at the Uruma City Theater)
In 1948, the United Okinawan Assistance Association of Hawaii sent seven heroes of Okinawan descent on a journey across the ocean,
risking their lives to deliver 550 pigs to Okinawa in order to save their Okinawan brethren, who were suffering from food shortages
caused by the ravages of post-war life. This aid greatly contributed to the island’s postwar recovery, and played a large role in ensuring
that the Okinawan tradition of consuming pork could be passed down to the present day.
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For questions, contact us at:

Public Relations and International Exchange Division
Executive Office of the Governor, Okinawa Prefecture

PHONE:098-866-2479 FAX:098-866-2467
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Director of International Exchange
Opening Remarks

Director of International Exchange,
Public Relations and International Exchange Division

Makoto Shimoji

Haisai gusuyo chuuganabira! Hello, hola, ni hao, bonjour, guten

b fﬂ S tag, anyon haseyo, and aloha! A big konnichi wa to all Uchinanchu

from around the world. It has been just over 115 years since our

Uchinanchu ancestors first cast off from Okinawa, dreaming of finding prosperity in a

new land. Today, there are an estimated 400,000 people of Okinawan descent residing

overseas. They are actively involved in a wide range of political, economic, and
cultural fields.

In order to widely showcase what our Uchinanchu brothers and sisters from all over
the world have been up to, the Okinawa Prefectural Government has published “Kizuna —
The Uchina Network,” This compilation introduces the activities of Okinawans living
abroad. Within these pages, you will find an introduction to the recent initiatives
undertaken by Okinawan kenjinkai and New Uchina Goodwill Ambassadors from all
over the world, conveyed primarily through pictures.

Okinawa considers each and every Uchinanchu living all over the world to be an
invaluable treasure. We wish for this publication to act as a bridge between all of you
and the people of Okinawa, and we sincerely hope that it will lead to the sharing of
information between Uchinanchu worldwide as we build up the next generation of the
Uchinanchu network with its roots firmly planted in the Yuimaru spirit.

Although we were regretfully unable to publish every single submission we received,
I wish to offer a heartfelt thank you to every kenjinkai and goodwill ambassador who
contributed materials to this volume, and close by asking all of you for your further
support and cooperation with Okinawa’s international exchange initiatives.

Ippei nifei debiru! Thank you, gracias, obrigado, xie xie, merci, danke, kamsa
hamnida, mahalo! Arigatou gozaimashita.

March 2016
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Hawaii, United States
HAWAII UNITED OKINAWA ASSOCIATION

President / Tom Ken Yamamoto

Texas, United States
DFW CHANPURU OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Kathleen Chapoy

Arizona, United States
PHOENIX OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Yoko Kohama Lien

Alabama, United States
ALABAMA OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Joseph Lum

California, United States
OKINAWA ASSOCIATON OF AMERICA, INC.
President/ Shingi Kuniyoshi

Texas, United States
OKINAWA KENJINKAI PART 2 (INTERNET)

President/ Ikuko Spence

Kansas, United States

KANSAS OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Michiyo Doll

Alabama, United States
ALABAMA RYU KYU KYO YU KAI
President/ Natsuki Marsh

California, United States
OKINAWA KENJINKAI OF SAN FRANCISCO

President/ Junichi Oshiro
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Texas, United States
HOUSTON OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Sueko Haines
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New York, United States
U.S.EAST COAST OKINAWA ASSOCIATION
President/ Teruyuki Higa
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North Carolina, United States
FAYETTEVILLE OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Rina Whitten

California, United States
OKINAWA KENJINKAI OF SAN DIEGO

President/ Masanobu Kinjyo

Texas, United States
OKINAWA SAN ANTONIO YUUNANOKAI

President/ Kim Buchsbaum

New York, United States
OKINAWA AMERICAN ASSOCIATION OF NEW YORK

President/ L. Mitsu Teramura

North Carolina, United States
JACKSONVILLE OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Yasuko Schultz

California, United States
SACRAMENTO OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Sumiko King

Texas, United States
KARIYUSHI OKINAWA DALLAS TEXAS

President/ Tomoko Johnson

Washington D.C., United States
OKINAWAKAI OF WASHINGTON D.C.

President/Itsuko Asato

Pennsylvania, United States
OKINAWA AMERICA CULTURE AND ASSOCIATION

President/ Naomi Carandang

Washington, United States
OKINAWA KENJIN CLUB OF WASHINGTON STATE

President/ Thomas T. Sakuma

Illinois, United States
CHICAGO OKINAWA KENJINKAL, INC.
President/ Paula Yukiko Schmidling

Georgia, United States
ATLANTA OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Yumiko Kinjo Hoyt

Ohio, United States
OKINAWA TOMONOKAI OF OHIO

President/ Kazumi Makowski

Utah, United States
UTAH OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Maiko Mundell

Illinois, United States
MIDWEST OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Yoko Sanderlin

Georgia, United States
GEORGIA RYUKYU KYOYUKAI

President/ Katsuyuki Yonemori

Maryland, United States
OKIBEI OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Katsuko Kudaka Lee

Alaska, United States
ALASKA STATE OKINAWAN KENJINKAI
President/ Yurio Nakada

Indiana, United States
INDIANA OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Atsuko Richardson

Georgia, United States
SOUTH GEORGIA OKINAWA CLUB

President/ Davenport, Masami

Michigan, United States
MICHIGAN OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Mieko Cooper

Colorado, United States
COLORADO STATE OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Tina Hughes

Indiana, United States
OKINAWA YU-YU-KAI

President/Mineko Grunow

Florida, United States
PENSACOLA,FL OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Satomi Burroughs

Michigan, United States
MICHIGAN OKINAWA ASSOCIATION

President/ Rieko Hartsell

Texas, United States

AUSTIN OKINAWA TOMONOKAI

President/ Yoshiko Beckman

Missouri, United States

ST. LOUIS OKINAWA ASSOCIATION
President/ Kumiko Langley

Florida, United States

FLORIDA OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Hideko Margie Baldwin

Las Vegas, United States
LAS VEGAS OKINAWAN CLUB
President/ Yuriko Nordquist

Texas, United States
EL PASO OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Kimie Martin

New Mexico, United States

NEW MEXICO OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Noriko Yoshida

Florida, United States
TAMPA BAY OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Sueko O'connor

Louisiana, United States
NEW ORLEANS OKINAWAN'S GROUP(YUNTAKUKAI

President/ Shinko Kinjo Hammack

Texas, United States
DFW OKINAWA ASSOCIATION
President/ Mitsuko Logan

Arizona, United States

TUCSON ARIZONA KENJINKAI
President/ Yudi Yoskiko Walker

Florida, United States
SPACE COAST OKINAWA KENJIN-KAI YUIMARU-KAI
President/ Sachiko Gatz

Nevada, United States
FUNOKI - OKINAWA FUN ALLIANCE

President/ Mineko Yamagawa Fiedler
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Oceania - 3 Organizations

Central and South America -
11 Organizations

North America - 54 Organizations

Map provided for reference.

Minnesota, United States
OKINAWA ASSOCIATION MINNESOTA

President/ Jonathan Kim

Peru

ASOCIACION OKINAWENSE DEL PERU

President/ Arturo Yara

Hong Kong, China
HONG KONG OKINAWA KENJIN UREZUNKAI
President/ Matayoshi Mayumi

Germany
DEUTSCHLAND OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Nagato Sakihara

Canada
VANCOUVER OKINAWA-KEN YUAIKAI

President/ Thomas Tamotsu Okuma

Bolivia
ASOCIACION OKINAWENSE DE BOLIVIA
President/ Ryoshin Chinen

Fujian Province, China

FUKKENSYO OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Nobuaki Nakasone

France
FRANCE OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Yasuro Arasaki

Canada

CALGARY OKINAWAN CLUB

President/ Zenei Takana

Bolivia |
ASOCIACION BOLIVIANQ JAPONESA DE OKINAWA

President/ Yukihumi Nakamura

Shanghai, China
SHANGHAI OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Taku Oota

Norway

NORWAY OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Oshiro Kazuyo

Canada

LETHBRIDGE OKINAWA CULTURAL SOCIETY

President/ Ken Nakama

Mexico

ASOCIACION OKINAWENSE DE MEXICO
President/ Alcides Hideki

Tianjin, China
TIANJIN OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Tomohumi Yamashiro

Australia

SYDNEY OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Masami Urasaki

Canada
TORONTO KYUYOKAI

President/ Yoshi Kamiyama
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Costa Rica
COSTA RICA-OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Syusuke Irabu

Beijing, China
BEIJING OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Kuninaka Koushiro

N Australia

AUSTRALIA GOLD COAST OKINAWA KENJIN KAI
President/ RYUJI SHIMABUKURO

Canada

VANCOUVER OKINAWA-KEN YUAIKAI

President/ Thomas Tamotsu Okuma

Guam

GUAM OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Seigi Shiroma

Dairen, China

DAIREN OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Kina Makoto

New Caledonia

NOUVELLE-CALLEDGNIE DESCENDANTS DOKINAWA

President/Leopold Zenkuro

Argentina Indonesia Seoul, South Korea

CENTRO OKINAWENSE EN LA ARGENTINA JAKARTA UCHINA-KAI KANKOKU OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Senjun Yagi President/ Tsutomu MJr. Ota President/ Sanenori Makiya

Cuba Singapore Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam

CUBA OKINAWA KENJINKAI OKINAWAN CLUB SINGAPORE OKINAWA ASSOCIATION OF VIETNAM
President/ Antonio Yohena De Oro President/ Koichiro Toyama President/ Hisashi Kina

Cuba Thailand United Kingdom

ASOCIACIGN KENJINKAI ISLA DE LA JUVENTUD

President/ Julio Iha Rodriguez

OKINAWAN ASSOCIATION IN THAILAND
President/ Shogo NAKACHI

OKINAWA KENJINKAI OF UK

President/ Meria Miller

Brasil

ASSOCIAQAO OKINAWA KENJIN DO BRASIL
President/ Eiki Shimabukuro

The Philippines
PHILIPPINE OKINAWA SOCIETY

President/ Akemi Teruya Eliseo

Sweden

SWEDEN UCHINANCHU KAl

President/ Mitsuo Urasaki

Mato Grosso do Sul, Brazil
ASSOCIAGAO OKINAWA DE CAMPO GRANDE

President/Tsuneo Shinzato

Malaysia
MALAYSIA OKINAWA KAI
President/ Yoko Miyagi

Spain |
ASQCIACION OKINAWENSE DE LAS PALMAS
President/ Shigeru Miyagi

Venezuela

ASOCIACION OKINAWENSE DE VENEZUELA

President/ Shinsuke Ishikawa

Taiwan

TAIWAN OKINAWA KENJINKAI
President/ Shin Shokita

Spain | .
ASOCIACION OKINAWENSE DE ESPANA

President/ Choyu Hentona

Zambia

§ ZAMBIA OKINAWA KENJINKAI

President/ Hatsuko Takara




