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Sting, Stab and Bite Cases by Dangerous Marine Animals
in Okinawa Prefecture

Yasutetsu ARAKI, Kuniki‘SHIMOJI, Yasuhiro TOMIH‘ARA‘
and Masakazu NAKAMOTQ"

Abstract _

In Okinawa, the beautiful coral reefs surrounding the islands are genefally regarded as
a useful area for fishery and sea bathing. On the other hand, however, it must be noted
that the same area sometimes turn into a dangerous zome inhabited by marine animals
that do serious harm to men. The injuries by these animals have long been well known,
but few . of them remain recorded in detail. In cooperation with hospitals and fire stations,
we have so far collected 68 injury cases by dangerous marine animals. The whole injuries,
of which 12 are fatal, have been classified into 4 groups caused by Coelentrata, Molluseca,
Echinodermata and Vertebrata ( Fishes and Sea snakes). It is supposed that there may
exist still many more accidents by these harmful marine animals. From this view—point,
therefore, it is advisable in future that these cases should be met under more advanced
investigations sponsored by united efforts among experts of medicine, - public hygiene, biol-

ogy and toxicology.
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