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Many of Okinawa's creatures came to the Okinawa islands in ancient times when the islands were still connected
to the Asian continent. After the islands were separated from the continent, the ancient creatures evolved into the
O many endemic species of Okinawa.
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Noguchi-gera;Okinawa woodpecker,
Sapheopipo noguchii

Konoha-cho;Leaf butterfly,Kallima inachus Habu;poisonous snake, Trimeresurus flavoviridis  Akahige;Ryukyu robin,Erithacus komadori
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Living Creatures in the Subtropical Broad-leaved Evergreen Forests
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(1) A Treasure House of Endemic Species —Yambaru
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Shiro-obi-ageha;Common mormorn,Papilio polytes
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Ishikawa-gaeru;Ishikawa’s flog ,Rana ishikawae
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Okinawa-sekkoku;Dendrobium okinawense

(1) A Treasure House of Indigenous Species
0 [3—Yambaru

here is an expanse of pasania tree (Cas-

tanopsis cuspidata var. sieboldii ) forest
in the northern part of the main island of
Okinawa. Known as Yambaru, this broad-
leaved evergreen forest is the home to many
indigenous species.
O Typical of the living creatures in Yam-
baru is the Noguchi-gera (Pryer's woodpeck-
er ; Sapheopipo noguchii ). In Japanese, the
bird's name is that of a collector (Noguchi).
It was recorded as a new species in 1887. It
was discovered that the Pryer's woodpecker
is the sole specimen of its genus and species,
and that it lives only in Yambaru. It has
been designated a National Endangered Spe-
cies of Wild Fauna and Flora, and a Nation-
al Specified Protected Animal of Japan.
O The Yambaru-kuina (Okinawa rail; Ral-
lus okinawae ), discovered in 1981, is a bird
of the mud hen family that also lives only
in Yambaru and has also been designated a
National Endangered Species of Wild Fau-
na and Flora, and a National Protected Ani-
mal. Though the bird can barely fly, it is
said that the reason it has survived until
now is that no predatory mammals, such as
wildcats, have lived in the area.
O In addition to these, about 40 species of
wild birds also live in Yambaru. These in-
clude the Hontou-akahige (Ryukyu robin :
Erithacus komadori namiyei ), the Karasu-
bato (Japanese wood pigeon : Columba jan-
thina), and the Amami-yamashigi (Amami
woodcock : Scolopax mira).
O Japan's largest beetle, the Yambaru-tena-
ga-kogane (Yambaru long-armed scarab bee-
tle : Cheirotonus jambar ) was discovered in
1983. Primitive characteristics still remain
in this beetle's form. It is thought that the
beetle came from China when Okinawa
was still attached to the Chinese landmass
about one million years ago. The Konoha-
chou (orange oakleaf butterfly; Kallima ina-
chus) and the Futao-chou (great nawab but-
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Diplothrix legata

terfly; Polyura eudamippus) are beautiful but-
terflies. These two closely related species
also are found in Taiwan. The origins of
these butterflies are thought to lie in South-
east Asia. These birds and insects are protec-
ted animals.

0 Many amphibians and reptiles can be
seen in the Yambaru forest. Of these, there
are some that are closely related to the is-
land's origins. The Ibo-imori (Anderson's
pustuled newt; Tylotorion andersoni ) also
lives on Tokashiki Island, Tokunoshima Is-
land, and Amamioshima Island. It is also
known to live overseas in the southwestern
part of China and the eastern part of the
Himalayas. This "living fossil" is evidence
that Okinawa and the Chinese mainland
were connected in prehistoric times.

O There are about 40 species of frogs in Ja-
pan, and of these, 10 species live in Yam-
baru. Living in mountain streams, the Ishi-
kawa-gaeru (Ishikawa's frog; Rana
ishikawae ) is the most beautiful large frog
in Japan. In addition, the Namie-gaeru (Na-
mie's frog ; Rana namiyei ) and the Horusu-
to-gaeru (Holst's frog; Rana holsti ) are also
endemic and protected species.

O The Ryukyu-yamagame (Ryukyu black-
breasted leaf tortoise; Geoemy japonica), a
popular animal in the Yambaru forest, is of-
ten found in the forests of mountainous
areas and near mountain streams. This crea-
ture also came from Asia in ancient times.

O The most feared creature in Okinawa is
the poisonous snake known as the Habu
(Trimeresurus flavovilidis). Before an anti-
dote was discovered, many people perished
after being bitten by the snake. The Habu
also came from China and Taiwan in an-
cient times.

O The Kenaga-nezumi (long-tailed giant
rat ; Diplothrix legata) and the Toge-nezu-
mi (hard-quill-like-haired rat : Tokudaia osi-
mensisi ) are endemic species that live only
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Kenaga-nezumi;Ryukyu long-tailed giant rat, Okinawa-toge-nezumi;Okinawa spinous country

-rat, Tokudaia osimensis muenninki

on Amamioshima Island, Tokunoshima Is-
land, and in the mountain forests of Yam-
baru. They also have been designated Na-
tional Protected Animals. Close relatives of
these creatures are not seen on the main Jap-
anese islands, in Taiwan, or China. Close rel-
atives of the Kenaga-nezumi are said to live
on Sumatra and in the Celebes, while close
relatives of the Toge-nezumi are said to live
in the Celebes.

O Many valuable creatures live in Yambaru,
and the plant life in the forest is also richly
diverse. In area, the forest is equivalent to
just 1/1000th of the land area of the main
Japanese islands, but more than 1,250 plant
species, including naturalized species, grow
there. Of these, about 20 species are indig-
enous to Yambaru, including the Orizuru-
sumire (Viola stoloniflora), the Kobano-
miyama-nobotan (Bredia okinawensis), and
the Okinawa-sekkoku (Dendrobium okina-
wense ). More than 50 species of plants in
Yambaru are considered to be growing at
the northern limit of their range. Another
20 species are found growing at their south-
ern range limit. Many of these valuable
plants are on the verge of extinction.
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Orizuru-sumire;Viola stoloniflora
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(2) The Wildcat Forest —Iriomote Island
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Subtropical forests, home to the Iriomote Cat, stretch from river head-
waters covered with mangrove trees.
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Iriomite-yamaneko;Iriomote Cat,Felis iriomotensis

O00O0D0O0O[0 Semaruhako-game; Yellow-marginated
box tortoise,Cuora flavomarginata evelynae

OO000DQQ Kanmuri-washi; Crested serpent eagle,
Spilornis chella perplexus

J apan's final frontier is Iriomote. Nick-
named the "Amazon of Japan", Irio-

mote is an island on which nature still exists
in its primitive state. There is a range of
mountains on Iriomote 350 to 400 meters
high, including Mt. Komi and Mt. Goza.
There are also several rivers, such as the Na-
kama and the Urauchi, in which you can go
upstream several kilometers from the river's
mouth by boat. The topography is com-
plex, with a diverse natural environment.
0 Many endemic plant species grow here,
including the Iriomote-gaya (Chikusichloa
brachyanthera ) and the Ryukyu-kijinoo (Pla-
giogyria koidzumii ). There are also some en-
demic species common to Ishigaki Island,
including the Sakishima-horagoke (Cephalo-
manes atrovirens) and the Yaeyama-toranoo
(Polystichum yaeyamense ). The Hime-yora-
ku-hiba(Lycopodium salvinioides), the
Hime-tsuru-adan (Freycinetia willamsii ),
and others, are thought to live here at the
northern limit of their range.
O In the forests where such subtropical
broad-leaved evergreens as the pasania tree ,
the Tabunoki (Persea thunbergii ), and the
Okinawa-urajiro-gashi (Quercus miyagii )
grow thick, the plants are interwoven with
vines, and there are such epiphytes as ferns
and orchids. There are also rare plants such
as the Konishi-inubiwa (Ficus variegata)
with its fruit attached directly to its thick
stems and trunks, and the Sakishima-suou-
noki (Heritiera littoralis ), whose flat, plate-
shaped roots are said to have been used as
boat rudders in the past. Meanwhile, in the
primary downstream area, there is Japan's
largest mangrove forest, with such plants as
the Yaeyama-hirugi (Rhizophora stylosa) ,
the O-hirugi (Bruguiera gymnorrhiza) , and
the Me-hirugi (Kandelia candel ).
0 The Iriomote-yamaneko (Iriomote Cat;
Felis iriomotensis) is the most well-known
animal that lives in this primitive forest. It

has been designated a National Endangered
Species of Wild Fauna and Flora, and a Na-
tional Protected Animal. This cat, which
lives only on Iriomote Island, was discov-
ered only 35 years ago, in 1965. In 1967, it
was announced that it had been classified as
a new genus and species, and the Zoological
Society hailed it as a major discovery of the
century.

O It is theorized that the ancestor of the Ir-
iomote Cat was driven to the eastern edge
of the Asian continent by leopard cats and
other animals when the Ryukyu Archipela-
go was still connected to the Asian land-
mass. It was later stranded on Iriomote due
to movements of the earth's crust. Since
then, the Iriomote Cat has lived on the is-
land for more than three million years.

0 The external appearance of the Iriomote
Cat resembles that of the Tsushima Cat (Fe-
lis bengalensis euptilura) found on Tsushima
Island, as well as the Taiwan Cat found in
Taiwan and the central part of China.
Therefore, it had been thought to be related
to the leopard cat. There are about 40 spe-
cies of the cat family throughout the world
today, and the Iriomote Cat is undoubtedly
the one distributed over the smallest area
and the most valuable in the world.

O Many other wild creatures live on Irio-
mote Island in the same habitat as the Irio-
mote Cat. These include the Kishinoue-tok-
age(Kishinoue's lizard;Eumeces kishinouyei ),
the Semaru-hako-game (yellow-marginated
box tortoise; Cuora flavomarginata evely-
nae), and the Kanmuri-washi (crested ser-
pent eagle; Spilornis chella perplexus). Their
academic value is recognized throughout
the world.
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