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3. Guidelines for Environmental Considerations by Types of Projects

3-1 Guidelines for Environmental Considerations on Prefectural Land Use

Land is the common foundation for daily life and production, and as such, proper land use
and environmental conservation are imperative. Measures must be taken in the planning
stages to minimize environmental impact as we promote land use with less environmental
burden.

We must provide for environmental considerations in accordance with the guidelines
provided for various types of land use under Okinawa Prefecture’s National Land Use Plan
and the Guideline for Natural Environmental Conservation.

3-2 Guidelines on Environmental Considerations for Implementation of Various Projects
While projects implemented by Prefectural and municipal governments and businesses are
aimed at improving social infrastructure and the standard of living, they also hold the risk
of having a negative impact on the environment.

The environmental impact assessment system, in accordance with the Environmental
Impact Assessment Law and the Okinawa Prefecture Environmental Impact Assessment
Ordinance, as well as the Strategic Environmental Assessment (SEA) system, will be
introduced and applied to projects with potential for environmental impacts.

In implementing small-scale projects not subject to the above Law or Ordinance, due
consideration shall be given to the environment in accordance with the “Common
Guidelines” and “Individual Guidelines” on minimizing environmental impacts, and
Okinawa Prefecture’s Guideline on Natural Environmental Conservation.

[Common Guidelines]

Develop plans with due consideration for the community’s future vision, natural and social conditions,

existing administrative plans, and legal frameworks. Reflect the views of local residents and experts.

|C0nduct environmental surveys to understand the current status of the natural and surrounding environment.

Observe related laws and ordinances, give due consideration to the environment, and conduct
environmental impact assessments in implementing various projects.

Avoid projects in pristine or untouched natural areas. When alteration is unavoidable, reduce the area
to be altered to the fullest possible extent. Minimize the impact on the natural environment and make
the most of nature’s ability to restore itself. Take measures to compensate for lost natural
environments.

For alteration of the natural environment in other areas, adopt construction methods that are gentle to nature and

wildlife, and take measures to create new environments or to restore the environment as needed.

|Avoid wildlife breeding periods and take other precautions when deciding on the period and method of construction.

|Use recycled construction material, and promote reuse and recycling of waste |

|Introduce new energy sources; save resources and energy. |

[Individual Guidelines]
Guidelines on environmental considerations have been set for 16 business areas.

Road construction and improvements Development of industrial parks; construction of factories and plants

Railway construction and improvements Construction of housing areas and complexes

Construction and improvements of rivers, dams,
drainage canals, and sabo dams . .
(barriers to prevent landslides and soil erosion)

Construction or alteration of golf courses, sports and
recreation facilities, or seaside resort facilities

Power station installation or alteration Installation or alteration of waste treatment facilities

Airfield installation or alteration Installation or alteration of sewage treatment facilities

Landfills and reclamation Quarrying and mining

Readjustment of land boundaries Breakwater construction and improvement

Agricultural land development and improvements;
installation of livestock husbandry facilities; and
construction of aquaculture facilities

Others
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4. Guidelines on Environmental Considerations by Region

To achieve environmental conservation and creation in Okinawa Prefecture, the respec-
tive parties must engage in environmental conservation efforts that agree with the conditions
of each region, in accordance with the basic direction of the Basic Environment Plan.

Guidelines for environmental considerations are provided for each of Okinawa’s five re-
gions: Northern Okinawa Island, Central Okinawa Island, Southern Okinawa Island, Miya-
ko, and Yaeyama.

Region Guidelines for Environmental Considerations
Northern|  The mountainous areas to the north of the isthmus between Shioya Bay in Ogimi Village and Taira Bay in Higashi
Okinawa Village have extensive fore§ts with trees over 4Q years old. The area is a habitat for important species such as the Pryer’s
Woodpecker. As such, environmental conservation shall be promoted.
Island In river improvement, embankment and levee construction, and reclamation projects, give careful consideration to the
. project’s site, scale, structure, and construction methods to prevent disturbing the ecosystem, accessibility of the water
Region areas, and landscape deterioration.
In development projects, give careful consideration to the project’s site, scale, structure, and construction methods to
prevent disturbance to the ecosystem, red soil runoff, and landscape deterioration.
In dam construction projects, give due consideration to the habitat and breeding of important wildlife species, and to
ecosystems.
Conserve groves on residential lots and use shrubs to fence homes to maintain and improve the city and community
landscapes.
In constructing resort hotels on outlying islands off Okinawa Island, give due consideration to prevent visitors from
disturbing the lives of local residents.
Businesses engaged in quarrying shall prevent generation of dust and fine particles by water spraying and washing dust
off from vehicles.
et In yeclamatior}, embankment and levee construqtion, and river improverr}ent projects, give due consideratiqn.tp the
project’s location, scale, structure, and construction methods to prevent disturbance to the ecosystem, accessibility of
Okinawa| the water areas, and landscape deterioration.
Maintain and improve city and community landscapes by conserving important natural environments in sacred groves
Island and cliffs, and creating areas where people can enjoy greenery in urban centers.
: Promote tree planting in immediate areas, such as fencing homes with shrubs, or planting trees in yards.
Region Create better environments by working to resolve environmental problems stemming from military bases.
Businesses shall observe regulatory standards to prevent generation of noise and offensive odors.
Development projects shall not be authorized on steep slopes and adjacent areas. Such areas shall not be converted to
residential lots.
In reclamation, embankment and levee construction, and river improvement projects, give due consideration to the
Southern project’s location, scale, structure, gnd gonstmction methods to prevent disturbance to the ecosystem, accessibility of
the water areas, and landscape deterioration.
Okinawa Maintain and improve city and community landscapes by conserving important natural environments in sacred groves
and cliffs, and creating areas where people can enjoy greenery in urban centers.
Island In development projects on outlying island off Okinawa Island, ensure that the developments are adequate for the
g island’s carrying capacity, and that the natural environment is conserved in habitats and breeding areas for important
Region wildlife species.
In constructing resort hotels on outlying islands off Okinawa Island, give due consideration to prevent visitors from
disturbing the lives of local residents.
Promote tree planting in immediate areas, such as fencing home with shrubs, or planting trees in yards.
Give due consideration to neighboring areas in private and business activities; prevent generation of noise and offensive
odor that affects everyday life.
In areas of Ryukyu limestone distribution, prevent contaminated water from permeating into the ground, and avoid
excessive application of fertilizers.
Development projects shall not be authorized on steep slopes and adjacent areas. Such areas shall not be converted to
residential lots.
Ensure natural environmental conservation in development projects in accordance with the island’s environmental
characteristics.
Miyako Promote development of public sewer systems, roads, and other infrastructure to improve the living environment in
. existing urban districts.
Region Promote conservation of forests serving as windbreaks and protection against the tide; promote tree planting to maintain
and improve landscapes; and expand forests.
Prevent contaminated water from permeating into the ground, and avoid excessive application of fertilizers to conserve
groundwater quality.
In development projects, give due consideration to the project’s Tocation, scale, structure, and construction methods to
Yaeyama prevent disturbance to the ecosystem, red soil runoff, and landscape deterioration.
. Maintain and improve the landscape by conserving sacred groves and cliffs.
Region Create comfortable living environments through the development of sewer systems in urban centers, and promoting land
readjustment projects to meet the expansion of urban areas.
Research the mechanism of coral bleaching and prevent coral predation by the Crown-of-Thorns starfish, to conserve the
richness of marine ecosystems.
Where sewer systems are not in place, install septic tanks or other devices to treat effluents from households, businesses,
Common| and livestock farms prior to drainage to prevent contamination of river and ocean waters.
to All Promote recycling and reuse to minimize wastes sent to final disposal sites to create a sustainable society with sound
material cycles.
Regions Prevent il}egal dumping and provide guidance on proper waste treatment through partnerships with related agencies and
organizations.
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