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The Serovars of Leptospirosis in Okinawa Prefecture

Atsushi OHNO, Yoshikatu YONAHARA, Naomasa OSHIRO,
Jun KUDAKA, Ryuji ASATO, Katsumasa TOKUMURA,
and Keisuke FUKUMURA

Abstract : Fifty three cases diagnosed as Leptospirosis at 9 hospitals in Okinawa Prefecture, During 8 years
from July 1988 to June 1996, were examined serologically studied to classified the isolates in to the 14 serovars
of Leptospira interrogans. Among 53 cases, 36 (69.7%) were found positive. Serovar classification identified
9 cases of kremastos (25.0%) ; 5 (13.9%) of canicola; 3 (8.3%) of hebdomadis, pyrogenes and rachmati; 2
(6.6%) of autumnalis and javanica; 1 (2.8% ) of australis, castellonis, icterohaemorrhagiae and pomona; and 5
(13.9%) werehntypable. This is the first study to report the isolation of castellonis in Japan and
icterohaemorrhagiae in Okinawa Prefecture. Futhermore, this is the fist time that rachmati was isolated
from human in Japan. We found that kremastos was prevalent serovar, this result was different from other
reports of Okinawa. Two of the five untypable isolates did not show a positive reaction with any of 14
serovar antiserum. This finding suggested that new serovar might be added. In this study we could identi-

fied serogroup 8-serovar 10. Therefore, we could demonstrated the presence of serogroups 9-serovar 11 are

present serogroup 9-serovar 11 in Okinawa; and serogroup 9-serovar 12 in Japan.
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